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Dear XX MP
Cuts to volunteer work on the conservation of threatened species
I am writing on behalf of xxx Branch of Butterfly Conservation to express our deep concern over the recent major cut in our charity’s grant from Natural England to save threatened butterflies and moths from extinction. This runs completely counter to the stated Government aim to work in partnership with Civil Society and engage with volunteer groups such as ours. I am asking for your help in raising this matter urgently with the Environment Secretary.
In the foreword to the recently published England Biodiversity Strategy, the Environment Secretary Caroline Spelman, says “Biodiversity is key to the survival of life on Earth .……. Achieving our aims will be a big challenge. Government will play an important role but can’t deliver this strategy alone. Our conservation charities, supported by millions of members of the public and volunteers, already make a vital contribution in protecting biodiversity.” One of the four key aims of the new strategy is to put people at the heart of biodiversity policy. It states “It is crucial to engage more people in biodiversity issues so that they personally value biodiversity and know what they can do to help. Civil society organisations play a front line role, directly engaging and enthusing the public about biodiversity. We will work with them to engage more people and empower them to make a difference.”

Butterfly Conservation has indeed been in partnership with Natural England and its predecessors for the last 16 years and has pioneered recovery projects which are beginning to reverse the decline of many species. This has helped the government to meet its international commitments under the Convention on Biological Diversity to halt the loss of biodiversity. However our volunteers have relied on the professional staff employed under this Natural England grant, who have run training courses, provided the professional back-up, evidence and information to target our work; thus making the best use of voluntary time. Butterfly Conservation is proud that this support yields over 150,000 volunteer days / yr, equivalent to £9.5 million of voluntary effort. All this good work is put at risk by the massive cut in our Species Recovery grant, which will discourage local volunteers and plunge many species back into crisis.
Butterflies are one of the most rapidly declining wildlife species. Over three-quarters in decline and almost half (24 species) on the Government’s Priority Species list (section 41 of the Natural Environment and Rural Communities Act, 2006). Yet our grant to work on these species has been cut completely, including work on the globally endangered Large Blue which is held as a flagship for conservation around the world. Our grant to work on Priority Moths has also been cut, amounting to an 85% overall cut in our work to save these beautiful and important species.
We regret that the recent disproportionate cuts to our charity will oppose the strategy aims by disempowering local volunteers, thus harming the species that both the Government and our charity are desperately trying to conserve. We are asking your help by taking this matter up urgently with the Minister, such that she urgently and fully re-instates the Species Recovery Programme grants to the voluntary sector. The amount of money is modest (c £1 million pa) but this levers many times that amount in voluntary efforts such as ours.
I look forward to hearing from you

Yours sincerely

XXXXX
